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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12 November 2003 , 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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a)n All b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-24, 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Zuberec et al. US 6,298,324. 

Regarding claims 1 and 6, Zuberec et al. discloses a processor-based method 
for producing a message during a speech recognition application (see col. 3, lines 49- 
51) comprising: 

retrieving an identified path from a set of paths (see col. 9, lines 32-35); 

retrieving an identified option from a set of options associated with the identified path 

(see col. 9, lines 57-64); 

concatenating the identified path and the identified option to form a selection path (see 
col. 9, lines 64-67); 

and producing a message associated with the selection path (see col. 9, lines 42-45). 

Regarding claim 2, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 1 wherein said identified path is retrieved without executing a general assistance 
command for describing to a user all available paths (see col. 9, lines 58-67). 
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Regarding claim 4, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 1 additionally comprising continually monitoring the identified path to insure that 
the identified option is associated with the identified path (see col. 9, lines 60-67, where 
the identified path is monitored as the additional utterances are added to the ballooned 
grammar. 

Regarding claim 5, Zuberec et al. discloses a message produced in accordance 
with the method of claim 1 (see col. 9, lines 42-45). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Zuberec et al. discloses a speech recognition 
system comprising: 

an application (see fig. 3, element 42, lines 46-47); 

an assistance manager for forming a selection path (see fig. 3, element 40, col. 4, lines 
42-43); 

a vocabulary accessible by the application and the assistance manager and including a 
set of utterances applicable to the application (see fig. 3, element 44, col. 4, line 47); 
and a speech recognition engine to recognize the utterances (see fig. 3, element 48, 
col. 4, lines 48). 



Regarding claims 8 and 15, Zuberec et al. discloses the speech recognition 
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system of claim 7 additionally comprising a converter (see fig. 3, element 49, col. 4, line 
49). 

Regarding claim 9, Zuberec et al. discloses the speech recognition system of 
claim 7 wherein said vocabulary additionally includes at least one hot key word (see col. 
9, lines 19-26). 

Regarding claims 10 and 16, Zuberec et al. discloses the speech recognition 
system of claim 7 additionally comprising a dialog manager (see fig. 7 and col. 8, lines 
49-53, where fig. 7, controls the interaction with the system, hence managing the 
dialog). 

Regarding claims 11 and 17, Zuberec et al. discloses the speech recognition 
system of claim 8 additionally comprising a dialog manager (see fig. 7 and col. 8, lines 
49-53, where fig. 7, controls the interaction with the system, hence managing the 
dialog). 

Regarding claim 12, Zuberec et al. discloses an operating system incorporating 
the speech recognition system of claim 7 (see col. 4, lines 37-40). 

Regarding claim 13, Zuberec et al. discloses a computing device incorporating 
the speech recognition system of claim 7 (see col. 4, lines 37-40). 
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Regarding claim 18, Zuberec et al. discloses a processor-based method for 
providing assistance in a speech recognition application, comprising: 
creating a speech dialog for enabling a conversation to be conducted in a speech 
recognition application between a user and a speech recognition system (see col. 9, 
lines 19-26); 

providing support for an intermpt event during a conversation between a user and a 

speech recognition system (see col. 9, lines 49-50); 

creating a selection path (see col. 9, lines 60-67); . 

creating a message for the selection path (see col. 9, lines 42-45); 

and interrupting a conversation between a user and a speech recognition system for 

providing assistance to the user (see col. 9, lines 49-50). 

Regarding claim 19, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 18 wherein said interrupt event comprises a hot keyword (see col. 9, lines 19-26). 

Regarding claim 20, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 18 wherein said interrupting the conversation comprises Interrupting the 

conversation with the interrupt event (see col. 9, lines 49-50). 

Regarding claim 21, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
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claim 19 wherein said interrupting the conversation comprises uttering the hot key word 
by the user (see col. 9, lines 19-26). 

Regarding claim 22, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 18 wherein said interrupting a conversation comprises activating an assistance 
manager (see col. 9, lines 49-54). 

Regarding claim 23, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 18 additionally comprising: 

retrieving an identified path from a set of paths (see col. 9, lines 32-35); 

retrieving an identified option from a set of options associated with the identified path 

(see col. 9, lines 57-64); 

concatenating the identified path and the identified option to form a selection path (see 
col. 9, lines 64-67); 

and producing a message associated with the selection path (see col. 9, lines 42-45). 

Regarding claim 24, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 23 wherein said identified path is retrieved without executing a general assistance 
command for describing to the user all available paths (see col. 9, lines 58-67). 

Regarding claim 26, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
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claim 18 wlierein said interrupting a conversation comprises activating an assistance 
manager for finding the selection path and for producing the message for the selection 
path (see col. 9, lines 49-50). 

Regarding claim 27, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 19 wherein said interrupting the conversation comprises uttering by the user the 
hot key word along with a user-selective topic (see col. 9, lines 49-56) 

Regarding claim 28, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 27 wherein said user-selective topic is selected from a group of topics consisting 
of an active path and an option (see col. 9. lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 29, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 28 wherein said selection path comprises said user-selective topic (see col. 9, 
lines 49-56). 

Regarding claim 30, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 28 wherein said selection path comprises said active path (see col. 9, lines 49- 
56). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disdosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zuberec et al. US 6,298,324 in view of Catallo et al. US 5,867817. 

Regarding claim 3, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 1. Zuberec does not disclose wherein said identified path is retrieved without 
having described to a user any paths from the set of paths other than the Identified path. 
However this feature is well known in the art as indicated by Catallo et al. Catallo et al. 
discloses a speech recognition manager that loads a list of words depending upon the 
context state (see col. 2, lines 29-31 ). Thus it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make available certain 
words to increase speed and accuracy of the system. 

Regarding claim 25, Zuberec et al. discloses the processor-based method of 
claim 23. Zuberec does not disclose wherein said identified path is retrieved without 
having described to a user any paths from the set of paths other than the identified path. 
However this feature is well known in the art as indicated by Catallo et al. Catallo et al. ' 
discloses a speech recognition manager that loads a list of words depending upon the 
context state (see col. 2, lines 29-31 ). Thus it would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary sl<ill in the art at the time the invention was made to mal<e available certain 
words to increase speed and accuracy of the system. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Danelle E. Jones whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1241. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30am - 5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richemond Dorvil can be reached on 571-272-7602. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

DJ /Richemond Dorvil/ 

7/20/2007 SPE, AU 2626 
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